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I SSN Pend i ng 

The I n t erna t i ona l Soc i e t y  
o f  Cr yp t o zoo l ogy ( I SC) was 
o f f i c i a l l y  fo rmed a t  the 
f i rst  ( found i ng )  me e t i ng o f  
t he Board  o f  Di r ec t o r s  he l d  
i n  Wash i ng t on , D . C .  on Janu­
ary 8-9, 1982 . The mee t i ng 
was host ed by t he Dep ar tmen t 
o f  Ve r t eb r a t e  Zoo l ogy , Na­
t i ona l MUseum o f  Na tu r a l  
H i s t or y , Smi t hson i an Inst i t u­
t i on , whose Cha i rman , Geo rge 
R .  Zug , is an I SC Board  mem­
b e r . 

The i de a  o f  c r e a t i ng a 
c ryp t o zoo l og i ca l  soc i e ty had 
been under  d i scuss i on for 
abou t a year and a ha l f .  
These d i scuss i ons had empha ­
s i z ed t he f ac t  t hat  nume rous 
sc i en t i s ts  ar ound the wo r l d  
we re  i nv o l ved i n  l oc a l  c r yp ­
t o zoo l og i c a l  wo r k , bu t tha t  
f ew exchanges o f  i n f o rma t i on 
or  persona l con t ac ts we r e  
occu r r i ng .  I t  was f e l t  t ha t  
an i n t erna t i ona l soc i e t y  
dea l i ng w i th c r yp t o z oo l ogy 
wou l d  se r v e  sever a l  func ­
t i on s : 1 ) i t wo u 1 d p r o v i de a 
f o r um  for  the pub l i ca t i on o f  
c ryp t o z oo l og i c a l  ar t i c l es ,  
l ab and f i e l d repo r ts ,  and 
news r epo r ts ; 2 )  i t  wou l d  
s t imu l a t e  the exchange o f  
i n f o r ma t i on be tween pe rsons 
wor k i ng i n  c r yp t o z oo l ogy i n  
d i f f e r en t  coun t r i es ;  3 )  i t  
wou l d  st i mu l a t e  the i n t e r est  
of  many sc i en t i s ts who have 
p r o f ess i ona l i n t e r ests in  
c r yp t o z oo l ogy bu t who hav e  
been ·hesi t an t  t o  become i n ­
vo l v ed i n  s o  c on t r o v e rs i a l  a 
t op i c ; 4 )  i t  wou l d  r ep r esen t 
a r espons i b l e  body t o  wh i ch 
t he pub l i c ,  t he news med i a ,  
and l oca l and s t a t e  agenc i es 
cou l d  turn for  adv i ce or 
c ooper a t i on r e l a t i ve to r e­
por ts o f  unknown an i ma l s ; 5 )  
i t  wou l d  he l p  l eg i t i ma t i z e 
c ryp t o z oo l ogy as a sub -d i sc i ­
p l i ne wi t h i n  the b i o l og i ca l  
sc i enc es ; and 6 )  i t  wou l d  
ser v e  as a depos i t o ry o f  
i n f o r ma t i on ava i l ab l e t o  r e­
sponsi b l e  resea r chers , as 
we l l  as a h i s t or i ca l  ar ch i ve 
for  fu t u r e  scho l ars . 

The i dea o f  the Soc i e ty 
was r ece i v ed p os i t i ve l y by 
many b i o l og i s t s  i n f o r ma l l y  
con t ac t ed .  Roy P .  �cka l a t  
The Un i v ers i ty  o f  Ch i cago and 
J .  R i cha r d  Gr eenwe l l  at The 
Un i v ers i ty  of  Ar i z ona ap ­
p r oached numer ous b i o l og i st s ,  
b i o l og i ca l  an t h r opo l og i s t s ,  
and mar i ne sc i en t i s t s .  Ber ­
nard Heuve l mans , t he ac know l ­
edged " f at her " o f  c r yp t o ­
z oo l ogy , prov i ded much i n t e r ­
nat i ona l i npu t f rom h is Cen -

Dr . Be rna r d  Heuve l mans , 
Pres i den t o f  I SC and the  
acknow l edged " f a t her " o f  
c r yp t o z oo l ogy , a t  t he J an ­
uar y ,  1982, I SC Found i ng 
Mee t i ng i n  Wash i ng t on , D . C .  

t e r  o f  Cryp t o z o o l ogy i n  Le 
Bugue , Franc e , and he a l so 
accep t ed a pr oposa l tha t he 
be i nst a l l ed as Presi den t  o f  
t he Soc i e ty .  Macka l agr eed t o  
ser ve a s  V i c e  Pres i den t , and 
Gr eenwe l l  as Sec r e t ar y  and 
Ed i t o r  o f  t he Soc i e ty ' s  pub ­
l i ca t i ons . 

The f i na l  Board  compo­
s i t i on was se l ec t ed car e fu l l y  
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over  a per i od o f  a year . I t  
wa s impo r t an t  t ha t  t he Board 
adequa t e l y  r ep r e s en t  the var ­
i ou s  b i o l og i ca l  d i s c i p l i ne s  
i nv o l ved i n  cryp t o z oo l ogy , a s  
we l l  a s  nwne rous coun t r i e s  i n  
wh i ch c r yp t o z oo l og i ca l even t s 
a r e  r epo r t ed .  In a l phabe t i ­
c a l  or der , the Boa r d  member s 
a r e : Dm i t r i Bayanov ,  a f f i l ­
i a t ed w i t h  the Darw i n  MU s ewn 
i n  Mo scow , who ha s been i n ­
vo l ved w i t h  wha t  the Ru s s i an s  
r e f e r  t o  a s  " homi no l ogy , " o r  
t he s t udy o f  unknown b i peda l 

Loch Ness Neets Big foot . 
Dr . Roy Macka l ,  I SC V i c e  
Pr e s i den t and l ong-t ime 
Ne s s i e  r e s ear cher ( l e f t ) , 
w i th  Dr . Gr over Kran t z , 
I SC Board  memb er and l ong­
t ime S a s qua t ch r e s ea r cher , 
a t  t he I SC Found i ng Mee t ­
i ng a t  the Na t i ona l MUsewn 
of Na tu r a l  H i s t or y .  

pr ima t e s  such a s  Sa squa t ch ;  
Er i c  Bu f f e t au t , a Fr ench 
pa l eon t o l og i s t  a t  t he Labo r a ­
t o r y  o f  Vert ebr a t e  and Human 
Pa l eon t o l ogy o f  t he Un i ve r s i ­
t y  o f  Par i s  VI ; Jo s eph F .  
Gennar o ,  an Amer i can c e l l  
b i o l og i s t  a t  New Yor k  Un i v er ­
s i ty ;  Ph i l i ppe  J anv i e r ,  an ­
o t her  Fr ench pa l eon t o l ogi s t , 
a f f i l i a t ed w i t h  t he Na t i ona l 
Cen t er for  Sc i en t i f i c  Re ­
s ear ch and t he Un i v e r s i ty o f  
Par i s  VI . 

Gr over  S .  Kr an t z , an Amer ­
i can phys i ca l  an t h r opo l og i s t  
a t  Wa s h i ng t on S t a t e  Un i v er s i ­
t y ,  who ha s s t ud i ed t he S a s ­
qua t ch p r ob l em  i n t en s i ve l y ;  

Pau l H .  LeB l ond , a Canad i an 
phys i ca l  oceanogr apher a t  The 
Un i ve r s i ty o f  Br i t i sh Co l wn­
b i a ,  who ha s i nve s t i ga t ed 
s i gh t i ngs o f  "Cadpo r o s au r u s " ;  
Ni ko l a i  Spa s sov , a Bu l gar i an 
rr.amma l og i s t  a t  the Na t i ona l 
MUs ewn o f  Na tu r a l  H i s t o ry i n  
So f i a ; Ph i l l i p V .  Tob i as ,  a 
S ou t h  Af r i c an ana t omi s t  and 
pa l eoan t h r opo l og i s t  a t  The 
Un i v e r s i ty o f  t he Wi twa t e r s ­
r and i n  Johanne s burg ; Le i gh 
Van Va l en ,  an Amer i c an p a­
l eob i o l og i s t  a t  The Un i ve r ­
s i ty o f  Ch i c ago , spec i a l i z i ng 
in d i no s aur  b i oe c o l ogy ; For ­
r e s t  G .  Wood , an Amer i c an 
mar i ne b i o l og i s t  a t  t he U . S .  
Nava l Oc ean Sys t e� Cen t er 
i n  San D i ego , spec i a l i z i ng 
in mar i ne � l s ,  shark s ,  
and oc t opus e s  ( s ee Crypto­
letters, t h i s  i s sue ) ; Zhou 
Guo -X i ng ,  a Ch i ne s e  pa l eoan­
t h r opo l og i s t  a t  t he Be i j i ng 
(Pek i ng )  Na tur a l  H i s t o r y MU­
s ewn, who ha s been ac t i v e l y  
i nvo l ved wi t h  the Ch i ne s e  
"w i l dman "  i nve s t i ga t i on s ; and 
Geo r ge R .  Zug , an Amer i c an 
herp e t o l og i s t  a t  t he U . S .  Na­
t i ona l MU s ewn o f  Na tur a l  H i s ­
t or y . 

I n  a t t endance a t  the 
f ound i ng mee t i ng we r e  Dr . 
Gennar o , Mr. Gr eenwe l l ,  Dr . 
Heuve lmans , Mr. Wood , Dr . 
Kr an t z , Dr . LeB l ond , Dr . Mack­
a l , and Dr . Zug , who , as  
ho s t ,  cha i r ed the two-day 
mee t i ng . The f i r s t  o r der o f  
bu s i ne s s  wa s t o  addr e s s  the 
que s t i on of wha t  c r yp t o z oo l o ­
gy ac tua l l y wa s and wha t  the 
new s oc i e ty wou l d  be con­
ce rned wi t h . Con s i de r ab l e  
d i s cu s s i on ensued on t h i s  
t op i c ,  and i t  wa s f e l t  t ha t  
a l l t he p r ev i ous t er �  us ed 
i n  the l i t e r a t u r e , such as  
" unknown " an ima l s ,  or  " ex­
t i nc t "  o r  " l egendary"  an i ­
ma l s ,  we r e  n o t  sp ec i f i c 
enough . Cr yp t o z oo l ogy , i t  wa s 
agr eed , s hou l d  i nc l ude t he 
po s s i b l e  ex i s t ence o f  known 
an ima l s  i n  a r ea s  whe r e  t hey 
we r e  no t suspec t ed to occur 
( e i t her now or  in t he pa s t ) ,  
a s  we l l  a s  t he unknown per ­
s i s t ence o f  p r e s wned e x t i nc t  
an ima l s t o  t he p r e s en t  t ime 
or  t o  t he r ec en t  pa s t .  Thus , 
c r yp t o z oo l ogy , as  de f i ned  by 
t ho s e  au thor i t i e s  who we r e  
p r e s en t , i nc l ud i ng Dr . Heu ­
ve lman s , now i nc l ude s t ime 
and space par�e t e r s . 

Some d i s cu s s i on a l so t ook 
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p l ac e  on the an i ma l  s i z e 
c r i t er i a  to be us ed .  Wou l d  
on l y  " l arge " an i ma l s b e  o f  
i n t e re s t  t o  c r yp t oz oo l ogy , or  
shou l d  s ma l l an i ma l s ,  such as  
b i rd o r  l i z ard  spec i e s  be  
i nc l uded? I t  wa s fe l t  t ha t , 
w i t h i n  r ea s on , t he r e  s hou l d  
n o t  b e  s i z e re s t r i c t i on s ; 
exac t ly whe r e  t o  d r aw t he 
l i ne wa s no t c l ea r . Obv i ou s ­
l y ,  new p r o t o z oa wou l d  be o f  
l i t t l e i n t e r e s t  t o  Soc i e ty 

membe r s . Dr aw i ng the  l i ne at  
t he i nver t eb r a t e/ver t eb r a t e  
d i v i s i on wou l d  n o t  be us e fu l , 
a s  i t  wou l d  e l imi na t e  such 
t h i ngs as t he p r e swned g i an t  
oc t opu s . 

The s i z e que s t i on rema i ned 
unr e s o l ved , bu t t he nature o f  
t he an ima l s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  
t he Soc i e ty wa s c l ear l y  d e ­
f i ned . Wh a t  make s a n  an i ma l  
o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  c r yp t o z oo l ogy 
i s  no t tha t i t  i s  "unknown " 
( such an i ma l s o f t en are known 
t o  na t i v e  peop l e s ) , o r  tha t 
i t i s " ex t  i nc t " ( i t wou 1 d no 
l onger ex i s t  by de f i n i t i on ) ; 
wha t  make s i t  o f  · i n t e re s t  i s  
tha t i t  i s  "unexpected . "  I t  
was f e l t  t ha t  t he de f i n i t i on 
"unexpec t ed an i ma l s "  me t a l l 
t he nece s s ary r equ i r emen t s  o f  
c r yp t o z oo l og i ca l an i ma l s .  I t  
wa s t hus agr eed that  t he 
purpo s e  o f  t he Soc i e ty wa s 
" t o p r omo t e  s c i en t i f i c i n ­
qu i ry ,  educ a t i on ,  and commu­
n i ca t i on among peop l e  i n t er­
e s t ed i n  an i ma l s of  unexp ec t­
ed form o r  s i z e ,  or  unexpec t­
ed occur r ence i n  t i me and 
space . "  Th i s wa s wr i t t en 
i n t o  t he Soc i e ty ' s  Con s t i ­
t u t i on .  

Af t er the l ong t a sk  o f  
wr i t i ng f i r s t  dr a f t s  o f  t he 
Con s t i t u t i on and the By-Laws , 

Dr . Pau l LeB l ond , I SC 
Board membe r , a t  Found i ng 
Mee t i ng . 
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the Of f i c e r s  we r e  elec t ed , 
namely Dr. Heuvelmans as P r e ­
s i den t , Dr. �ckal a s  V i ce 
Pres i den t , and�. Gr eenwell 
as S ec re t ar y/Tr e asu r e r .  Dr . 
Heuvelmans , who i s  i n  t he 
process o f  co� i l i ng a ser i es 
o f  volumes en t i t led Unknown 
An i mals o f  the Wor ld ,  s t a t ed 
that  i t  was a gr ea t honor t o  
b e  elec t ed Pr es i den t by the 
Board , a p os i t i on he accep t ed 
wi th  the under s t and i ng tha t , 
due t o  h i s wo r kload , he would 
delega t e  mos t o f  h i s  Pres i ­
den t i al du t i es t o  V i c e  Pres i ­
den t �ckal. 

�. Gr eenwell was also 
elec t ed as Ed i t o r  o f  pub­
l i c a t i ons , and he was r e­
ques t ed t o  p r oceed w i t h  t he 
pr i n t i ng o f  a Soc i e ty b ro­
chu r e , at least two newsle t ­
t e rs , and t he j ou rnal (Cryp-

tozoo l ogy )  du r i ng 1982 . I t  
i s  hop ed t h a t  enough �mb e r ­
sh i p  funds w i ll b e  gene r a t ed 
dur i ng 1982 t o  publ i sh a 
qua r t e r ly newsle t t e r. 

Two o ther  i t ems o f  i n-
t e r es t  t o  members wh i ch r e ­
ma i ned unr esolv ed we r e  t he 
app o i n t men t  o f  Hon o r a r y  Mem­
bers t o  t he Soc i e ty ( t hese 
ar e cur r en t ly be i ng f i nal­
i z ed ) , and t he c r eat i on o f  a 
Soc i e t y  logo dep i c t i ng an 
app r op r i a t e c r yp t o z oolog i cal 
an imal. The o r i g i nal i dea o f  
t he okap i was n o t  ac t ually 
app r oved by t he Boar d  ( de ­
sp i t e t he J anuary 19 , 1982 
ar t i cle i n  The New York 
Times ) ; some f e 1 t t he okap i 
was no t known well enough. 
Ot h e rs p r oposed an aqua t i c  
an imal , such as a g i an t  oc t o ­
pus. Ano t he r  Board  �mber  
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pr oposed the Ye t i . The Boar d 
w i ll c on t i nue t o  del i be r a t e  
t he ques t i on o f  t h e  Soc i e t y ' s  
logo. Le t t e rs on t he t op i c  
f r om members wi ll b e  consi ­
de r ed for  publ i c a t i on i n  
The ISC News l etter . 

Bes i des publi c a t i ons , t he 
Boa r d  has d i scussed o t her  
poss i ble ac t i v i t i es of  the 
Soc i e ty i n  the f u t u r e. One 
ac t i v i ty would be to suppor t 
c r yp t o z oolog i cal exped i t i ons 
w i th  modest fund i ng ,  based on 
well-pr epared p r oposals. An­
o t her would be t o  suppor t 
o ther  r esea r ch ac t i v i t i es ,  
p ar t i cular ly labor a t ory  ana­
lyses. None of  these ac t i v i ­
t i es h ave been app r oved by 
t he Boar d ,  and the i r  r eali za­
t i on would r equ i r e a subs­
t an t i al i nc r e�n t i n  the So­
c i e ty ' s  i ncome. 

Congo Expeditions Inconclusive 

A sc i en t i f i c  exped i t i on t o  
i nvest i ga t e  repor ts o f  a 
lar ge unknown an imal i n  Cen­
t r al Af r i ca r e turned t o  t he 
U.S. i n  early December , 198 1 ,  
w i th fur t her ev i dence bu t no 
conclus i ve proo f. Headed by 
Roy P. �ckal , a Un i ve rs i ty 
o f  Ch i cago b i ologi s t  ( and I SC 
Vi ce Pr es i den t ) ,  t he exp ed i ­
t i on spen t a mon t h  i n  or  near 
t he swamp whe r e  t he an i mals , 
known as N.bkele -Mbembe , ar e 
sa i d  t o  ex i st .  The desc r i p ­
t i ons f r om the na t i ves ar e 
s imi lar t o  wha t  would be 
expec t ed of a small sau r opod 
d i nosaur , such as C3marasau­
rus . 

Repo r ts  o f  such an imals 
d a t e  back t o  1776 , bu t have 
come also f r om Eur opean ex­
plo r e rs i n  t he Twen t i e t h  Cen ­
tury. Jrumes Powell , an Amer i ­
c an ,  ga t he r ed modern i n f orma­
t i on wh i le study i ng c r o c o­
d i les i n  Gabon i n  1976 and 
1979. Powell then t erumed -up 
w i th  �ckal , and t hey c on ­
duc t ed a p r el imi nary exped i ­
t i on i n  1980 t o  t he nor t he rn 
swamps o f  the Popular Re ­
publ i c  o f  t he Congo , whe r e  
�ckal suspec t ed such an imals 
could poss i bly have sur v i ved 
unde t ec t ed. The nor t hern Con­
go ( t he L i kouala Reg i on )  i s  
an almost t o t ally unexplo r ed , 
55 , 000 square mi le swamp. 
They f ound tha t such an imals 
wer e  i ndeed r epo r t ed by t he 

na t i ves o f  the L i kouala. 
�ckal and Powell wen t as f ar 
as Epena on the L i kouala 
R i ver  b e f o r e  t u rn i ng b ack. 

Upon r e turn i ng t o  the 
U.S. , Dr. �ckal made plans 
f o r  ano t he r , lar ger exped i ­
t i on t o  r each Lake Telle , and 
t he nor thern  Ba i R i ver , wh i ch 
was t hen t hough t t o  be t he 
Tebeke R i ve r  ( i n wh i ch the 
Pygm i es a t  Minganga say N.bke ­
le -Mbembe i s  found ) .  Other  

Swamps be tween the Sanga 
and Ubangi R i v e rs whe r e  
Mbkele -Mbembe i s  r epo r t ed. 

exped i t i on members we r e  J. 
R i char d Gr eenwell ( I SC Sec re­
t ar y  and The ISC News letter 
Ed i t o r ) and M. Jus t i n  Wi lk i n ­
son , bo t h  a f f i l i a t ed w i th  the 
un i ve rs i ty o f  Ar i z ona , and 
�r i e  T. Womack , a Cal i f orn i a  
pho t og r aphe r .  I n i t i ally , Cal­
i f o rn i a  consult i ng eng i ne e r  
Her man Regus t ers f ormed par t 
o f  the exped i t i on ,  bu t he 
even t ually w i t hd r ew and form­
ed h i s  own exped i t i on. 

The �ckal exp ed i t i on ,  
wh i ch rece i v ed suppo r t f r om 
t he Na t i onal Geogr aph i c  So­
c i e ty ,  le f t  for  Af r i ca in  
la t e  OC t ob e r .  �ny days we r e  
i n i t i ally lost i n  Br a z z av i lle 
ob t a i n i ng t he necessary t r a ­
v el , pho t ogr aph i c ,  collec t ­
i ng ,  and secur i ty clear ances. 
Of i nd i spensable a i d  was 
Amer i c an Bap t i st mi ssi onary 
Eugene Thomas , who has li ved 
i n  t he L i kouala w i th  h i s w i f e  
for  26 years. H e  sp eaks bo t h  
Fr ench and L i ngala. Af t e r  
help i ng wi t h  bur eauc r a t i c  
p r oblems i n  Br a z z av i lle , Pas­
t o r  Thomas flew wi th  the t erum 
t o  I � f ondo , 500 mi les to t he 
nor t h ,  loca t i on o f  h i s  Evan­
gel i Gal Mi ss i on. From Imp ­
f ondo , t he exp ed i t i on ,  i n ­
clud i ng Pas t o r  Thomas , Py� 
help er s ,  t h r e e  Congolese Ar� 
secur i ty pe rsonnel , and a 
Congolese b i olog i s t , pene­
t r a t ed t he swamps i n  na t i ve 
dugou ts. 
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The exped i t i on c r o s s ed 
t he swamps t h rough a " cana l " 
connec t i ng the l ar ge Ubang i 
R i ver  t o  t he Tanga R i ve r ; t he 
" cana l " p r oved t o  be a nar r ow 
wa t e rway c l ogg ed w i t h  f a l l en 
t r ee t r unk s and ove r hang i ng 
veg e t a t i on r ep l e t e w i t h  �ny 
spec i e s o f  i n s ec t s  and 
snake s .  The exp ed i t i on p r o ­
ceeded down t he Tanga t o  t he 
L i koua l a  R i ver  and on t o  t he 
t own o f  Epena , and then on t o  
t he v i l l ag e s  o f  Dj eke and 
Edz ema .  At the con f l uence o f  
the L i koua l a  and Ba i R i ve r s ,  
the  exp ed i t i on f ound i t  d i f ­
f i cu l t t o  l oc a t e  t he rou t e  up 
the Ba i due t o  ex t en s i v e 
d i s t r i bu t i on s  o f  " f l oa t i ng 
p r a i r i e , " mak i ng llX> t o r i z ed 
nav i ga t i on impo s s i b l e  and 
padd l i ng d i f f i cu l t .  One and 
one -ha l f  day s o f  st r enuous 
e f f o r t s  brough t the exp ed i ­
t i on t o  t he v i l l age o f  K i na ­
mi , whe r e  a base  camp wa s 
e s t ab l i shed . 

For e s t  and s avanna f o r ay s  
we r e  made f rom K i nrun i , nu­
me r ou s  b i o l og i ca l  co l l ec t i on s  
we r e  �de ( i n s ec t s , amph i ­
b i an s  and r ep t i l e s , b i r d s , 
and s � l l � l s ) , and s onar 
wor k  wa s conduc t ed up t he Ba i 

R i ver , beyond the v i l l age o f  
Mongurna Ba i .  V i s i t s we re  �de 
to var i ous l ocat i on s  whe r e  
some v i l l ag e r s c l a imed Moke ­
l e -Nfuembe cou l d  be f ound , 
p a r t i cu l ar l y i n  " deep ho l e s "  
i n  the r i ver . Wh i l e  the s e  
ar eas we r e , i n  f ac t , very  
deep  ( 30-50 f ee t , a s  compared 
t o  an ave r age r i v er dep th  o f  
20 fee t ) ,  no un i den t i f i ed 
an i ma l s we re  obs er v ed o r  
t r acked b y  sonar . F i s h , f i s h 
s choo l s ,  and c r oc od i l e s  we r e  
ea s i l y l oc a t ed by s onar . 

Con f l i c t i ng v e r s i ons  o f  
know l edge of Nbke l e -Nfuembe 
we re  ob t a i ned a t  NWnguma Ba i .  
The v i l l ag e  ch i e f  i nd i ca t ed 
l i t t l e know l edge o f  t he s ub ­
j ec t , and exh i b i t ed a r e l uc ­
t ance t o  d i s cu s s  i t .  The 
Congo l e s e  on the exped i t i on ,  
howev e r , ob t a i ned i n f o rma t i on 
f r om v i l l ager s tha t such 
know l edge wa s known to a l l  o f  
t hem, bu t tha t they wou l d  no t 
d i vu l ge i t  (ex ac t a r eas whe r e  
Nbke l e -Nfuembe mi gh t be read i -
l y  s e en ) t o  wh i t e ou t s i de r s , 
par t i cu l ar l y Amer i can s . 

The p l anned c on t i nua t i on 
up the Ba i t o  the Tebeke 
R i v er and ac r o s s  t o  Lake 
Te l l e was cance l l ed .  The nor-

Message From the Editor 
Th i s  f i r s t  (Sp r i ng ,  

1 982) i s sue o f  The ISC 
Newsl�tter i s  de l ayed , due 
to t he �ny p r ob l ems i n ­
vo l ved i n  s t ar t i ng a new 
s oc i e ty and a new pub l i ca ­
t i on .  We wi l l  a t t emp t  t o  
g e t  o n  s chedu l e  w i t h  t he 
s ec ond (Summe r )  i s sue . 

The pu rpo s e  o f  t he 
Newsletter i s  t o  pub l i sh 
news i t ems , not  ar t i c l e s  
o r  r ev i ews ; the l a t t e r  
w i l l  app ear i n  t he j ourna l 
Cryptozoology. The Ed i t o r  
i s  v e r y  dependen t o n  o th ­
er s f o r  news i t ems . Mem­
be r s  s hou l d  n o t  a s sume 
tha t  new c ryp t o z oo l og i ca l  
r epor t s  are  a l r eady known 
t o  h im.  Al l i t ems , such as  
newspaper  r epo r t s  (p ar t i ­
cu l ar l y  f r om sma l l or  ru­
r a l  commun i t i e s ) , and ma­
gaz i ne ar t i c l e s , wou l d  be 
we l come . Old or  even h i s ­
t o r i ca l  r epor t s  wou l d  a l s o  
be  app r ec i a t ed .  

Membe r s  are  a l so i n ­
v i t ed t o  wr i t e l e t t e r s  f o r  

pub l i ca t i on i n  The ISC 
Newsletter. The Ed i t o r  
r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i gh t  t o  
shor t en t he t ex t s  o r  c l a­
r i fy exp r e s s i on s  i n  such 
l e t t e r s . Le t t e r s  f or pu­
b l i c a t i on shou l d  be d i ­
r ec t ed t o  The Ed i t o r , The 
ISC Newsletter, Box 43070, 
Tuc s on ,  AZ 85733. Membe r s  
w i s h i ng t o  con t r i bu t e 
s cho l ar l y  a r t i c l e s  or ex­
ped i t i on r epor t s  t o  Cryp­
tozoology s hou l d  f i r s t  
wr i t e t o  The Ed i t o r , a t  
t he srune addr e s s , f or s t an ­
dar d i z ed I n s t r uc t i on s  t o  
Con t r i bu t o r s . 

On beha l f  o f  Dr . Heu­
ve l man s , Dr . Macka l ,  and 
t he en t i r e Boar d  o f  Di ­
r ec t o r s , I wou l d  l i ke t o  
thank a l l member s for  
t he i r  i n t e r e s t  and s up ­
po r t . 

J. R i cha r d  Gr eenwe l l  
Ed i t o r  
The ISC Newsletter 
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thern Ba i wa s no t the r i ver 
t he Kabonga pygmi e s  a t  Mi n ­
ganga r e fer  t o  a s  t he Tebeke , 
a s  had been t hough t . The 
Tebeke , i n  wh i ch t he pygmi e s  
c l a im Mbke l e -Nfuembe i s  f ound , 
i s  fur ther  t o  the we s t ,  and 
cou l d  not  be r eached w i t hou t 
a l ong over l and t r ek f r om the 
Ba i , impo s s i b l e  w i t h  l arge  
dugou t s . Such a ven ture  
wou l d  r equ i r e  a new exped i ­
t i on comi ng down f r om Mi ngan ­
g a  i n  t he nor t h .  The swamps 
be tween the Ba i and Lake 
Te l l e ,  abou t 10 mi l e s , we r e ,  
acc o r d i ng t o  the v i l l ager s a t  
K i nrun i , t o t a l l y impa s s ab l e .  
The on l y  way t o  r each the 
l ake i s  by f oo t , on a hazard­
ous and exhau s t i ng four-day 
t r ek t h rough swamp- f o re s t , 
f r om the v i l l age o f  Boa on 
t he L i koua l a .  Wi th  ga so l i ne 
ge t t i ng l ow ,  t ime runn i ng 
ou t , and gene r a l  exhau s t i on ,  
i t  wa s dec i ded t o  abandon 
fur t her  e f f o r t s  t o  r e ach Lake 
Te l l e .  

At t emp t s  t o  ga i n  fur t her  
i n f o rma t i on on  Moke l e -Mbembe 
we r e  made thr ough s t andard  
p sycho l og i c a l  and e t hnog r a ­
ph i c  t echn i que s wi th  v i l l ag­
e r s , surve i l l ance , i n spec t i on 
o f  g r ound or vege t a t i on d i s ­
turbance s ,  us e o f  sonar 
equ i pmen t ,  and an eva l ua t i on 
o f  nu t r i t i ona l r e s our ce s 
ava i l ab l e  for  l ar g e  he r b i ­
v o r e s . Var i ous anecdo t a l  r e ­
por t s  wer e  r ec e i ved f r om v i l ­
l ager s .  Su r ve i l l ance p r oduc ed 
one i n t e r e s t i ng r e s u l t .  

Af t e r comp l e t i ng a curve  
i n  the L i koua l a  Ri ver (above 
Ep ena ) ,  a l arge wake (abou t 
5 " ) was ob ser ved or i g i na t i ng 
f rom t he eas t b ank ; under t he 
c i r cums t ance s ,  such a wake 
cou l d  on l y  be cau s ed by t he 
sudden sub�r s i on o f  a l arge  
an i �t e  obj ec t .  Cr ocod i l e s  do  
no t l eave such wake s ,  and 
e l ephan t s and o t her l arge  

� l s  canno t subme r ge , w i th  
t he excep t i on of  t he h i ppopo­
tamus . I t  i s  be l i eved tha t 
h i ppos  do not  occur i n  t he 
L i koua l a  swamps , and v i l ­
l ag e r s on t he L i koua l a  never  
s ee them (they ar e f ound i n  
t he Ubang i ,  on t he edge o f  
t he L i koua l a  swamps ) .  

An e l ephan t hun t e r  a t  
Dj eke took t he exped i t i on t o  
a t r a i l h e  had found many 
�n t h s  be f or e ,  wh i ch he be-
l i eved cou l d  no t have been 
made by an e l ephan t . The 
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t r a i  1 l eft  a smal l l agoon, 
wen t t h rough a sma l l  fo re s t , 
and ac r o s s  one k i l o� t e r  of 
s avanna to the L i koua l a  R i ­
ver.  No sub s equen t " ex i t "  
t r a i l from t he r i ver  ( t yp i ca l  
of e l ephan t s ) wa s found, i n­
d i c a t i ng t he an i ma l  r ema i n ed 
i n  the r i ver  ( no t  typ i c a l  of 
e l ephan t s ) .  In t he i mmed i a t e  
v i c i n i ty of the l agoon, l ar g e  
i nden t a t i ons  we r e  obs er v ed, 
and br oken b r anch e s  wer e  v i ­
s i b l e, t o  a c on s i de r ab l e  
he i gh t. Some l ay on the 
g round. The s e  we re  o l d and 
r o t t en, no t recen t l y  snapped 
by t he hun t er for t he benef i t  
of the exped i t i on. I t  shou l d  
b e  no t ed, howev e r ,  that  t he 
t r a i l ac r o s s  the s avanna and 
i n t o  t he r i ver  was no t ob ­
ser ved by the exped i t i on �m­
be r s. The g r a s s  had p r e sum­
ab l y  s t r a i gh t ened up aga i n  i n  
t he en su i ng mon t h s. 

Moke l e -Nfuembe i s  s a i d  t o  
b e  a veg e t ar i an. A l arge  
amoun t of vege t a t i on i s  
ava i l ab l e  i n  t he sw�s, and 
appea r ed to be adequa t e  t o  
suppor t l arge, mob i l e  herb i ­
vor e s  • S � 1 e s of "nx>l omb o " 
(Landolphia ) ,  a gou rd  wh i ch 
the an ima l  suppo s ed l y  ea t s, 
we r e  b r ough t back and a r e  
cur r en t l y be i ng ana l y z ed a t  
The Un i ve r s i ty o f  Ar i z ona. 
The exped i t i on wa s never  ab l e  
t o  pene t r a t e  t he deep sw� 
away from t he r i ver s for mo r e  
t han a few mi l e s. The r e  a r e  

vas t a r e a s, many thou s and s of 
s quare  mi l e s, wer e  no human s 
( no t  even t he na t i ve s ) l i ve 
o r  pene t r a t e, and i t  i s  c on ­
ce i vab l e  t ha t  popu l a t i on s  of 
l arge  an i ma l s cou l d  r ema i n  
t her e i ndefi n i t e l y  a lmo s t 
t o t a l ly unde t ec t ed. 

The exped i t i on's r e turn t o  
Impfondo fo l l owed t he s ame 
r ou t e : s ou t h  t o  the L i koua l a, 
and no r t hea s t  t o  Edz ema, 
Dj eke, Epena, and back 
t h r ough t he " c ana l " t o  t he 
Ubang i and Impfondo. The 
ma i n  p r ob l em  on t he r e turn 
t r i p  wa s the p a s s age thr ough 
t he c ana l ,  dur i ng wh i ch many 
spec i e s  of snake s we r e  en ­
c oun t er ed. The wa t er l eve l 
had dr opped 1. 5 fee t s i nce 
t he en t ry i n t o  t he sw�s, 
r e su l t i ng i n  a con t i nuous 
s er i e s  of underwa t er j ams  on 
l ar g e  submer ged t r ee t r unks.  
E i gh t een s t r a i gh t  hou r s  of 
padd l i ng and pun t i ng by a l l 
exped i t i on memb e r s  u l t i ma t e l y  
r e su l t ed i n  a succ e s s fu l  p a s ­
s age o f  the  25-mi l e  wa t e rway. 

Infec t i on s  among v i l l age 
popu l a t i ons  a l ong t he rou t e  
fo l l owed we r e  wi de sp r e ad. 
Dr ug t r ea tmen t s  we r e  c onduc t ­
ed i n  the morn i ng s .  Some 
i nfec t i on s  we r e  acqu i r ed by 
exped i t i on �ber s,  wh i ch 
we re  or are  be i ng brough t 
unde r  con t r o l . The cond i ­
t i ons  under wh i ch t he exp ed i ­
t i on member s wor ked cou l d  be 
c a t egor i z ed a s  ex t reme l y 
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Macka l Exp ed i t i on memb e r s 
( 1  to r :  R i chard Gr een ­

we l l , Roy Macka l ,  Pa s t o r  
Eug ene Thomas ) at t emp t i ng 
t o  nav i ga t e  t he c o r r ec t  
r ou t e  through the conf l u ­
ence o f  t he L i koua l a  and 
Ba i R i ver s i n  the no r t hern 
Congo. 

Pho t o g r aph : 
Mar i e  T. Womack 

s t r enuo u s. Day - by-day oper a­
t i o n s  w e r e  p h y s i c a l l y a n d  
p s yc h o l og i ca l l y t ax i ng. 

S h o r t l y af t e r t he e xp e­
d i t i on's r e t u r n  t o  t he U. S., 
He rman and K i a  Regus t e r s  a l s o  
r e t u r n e d  an d announ c e d  t h a t 
t h e y  h a d  s e e n  a n d  p h o t o ­
gr aphed Moke l e - Mbembe s u r fac ­
i ng and d i v i ng i n  Lake Te l l e. 
Th e y  had  g o n e  on foo t ,  f r om 
t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  B o a  o n  t h e  
L i ku o a l a  R i v e r ,  t h r o ug h  t he 
for e s t  t o  t he l ake. 

I nforma t i on on Lake Te l l e, 
ob t a i ned by t he Macka l exp e ­
d i t i on fr om Fr ench sc i en t i s t s  
i n  B r a z z av i l l e demon s t r a t e s  
t ha t t h e  l ak e· i s  v e r y  s h a l ­
l ow :  4-6 fee t av e r ag e, w i t h a 
m a x i mum d e p t h  o f  9 f e e t , 
mak i n g " d i v i n g "  by a l a r g e 
an i ma l  un l i k e l y. A l t h ough 
Congo l e s e  memb e r s  of  t he Re ­
gu s t e r s e xp e d i t i on we r e  a l ­
l e g ed t o  h a v e  s e en t h e an i ­
ma l,  sub s equen t inve s t i ga t i on 
i n  t h e  Co n g o  h a s  r e v e a l e d 
tha t  Herman and Ki a Regu s t e r s  
w e r e  t h e s o l e  w i t ne s s e s  t o  
t h e s i gh t i n g s. Fur t he rmo r e, 
t he pho t og r aph of the an ima l 
i s  s a i d  t o  be heav i l y  ove r ex­
p o s e d, s h o w i n g l i t t l e or  no  
de t a i l .  

The I SC Ne w s l e t t er ha s 
on l y  r e c e i v ed p r e s s  a n d  s e ­
cond-hand per s ona l r epo r t s  of 
t he Regus t e r s  ev i dence. I t  i s  
hoped tha t t he Regus t e r s  t eam 
w i 1 1 s u bm i t i t s e v i d en c e t o  
t he Soc i e t y  for �va l ua t i on. 
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"Mystery Cats" Stalk Again 
he turned and we s aw h i s  fac e 
w i t h  sho r t ear s . "  

Of cur i ous b i o l og i ca l  
and/or s oc i a l  s i gn i f i c ance 
ar e pe r s i s t en t  r epor t s  of 
known ( " expec t ed " ) an i ma l s 
ob s e r ved in  unexpec t ed geo ­
g r aph i c  l oc a t i on s . Two c a t e ­
gor i e s  o f  such r epo r t s  are  
kangar oo s i gh t i ng s  ( s ee  Cryp­
tol etters, t h i s i s sue ) and 
puma (moun t a i n l i on )  s i gh t ­
i ng s . " Puma s i gh t i ng s " have 
been r epo r t ed i n  Eng l and, 
Sc o t l and, and Wa l e s  fo r many 
year s . An Ame r i c an moun t a i n  
l i on ( Felis concol or ) wa s 
r e c en t l y  caugh t i n  S c o t l and 
fo l l ow i ng numer ous repo r t s  
t he r e, bu t t he Ed i t or  ha s 
l i t t l e i nfo r ma t i on on the 
i nc i den t at t h i s  t ime . Puma 
r epor t s  have a l s o co� fr om 
many Ea s t e rn U . S .  l oc a t i on s, 
the  l a t e s t  pub l i c i z ed " r a sh "  
e mana t i ng from Ma s s achu­
s e t t e s . The l a s t  offi c i a l  
puma k i l l i ng i n  t he s t a t e  
occur r ed i n  1858 . 

Rumor s and repor t s  began 
i n  t he fa l l  of 198 1 i n  Tru r o, 
a t own char ac t e r i z ed by s and 
dun e s  and s c rub p i ne s · near 
the tip of Cape Cod .  S even t y  
p e r c en t  of Tru r o  i s  undeve ­
l oped l and, par t o f  t h e  Cape 
Cod Na t i ona l Seashor e .  Many 
do� s t i c  ca t s  we r e  k i l l ed, 
hogs  we r e  c l awed, and ac t ua l 
puma s i gh t i ng s  we r e  repor t ed .  

Wi l l i am and Ma r s ha Me ­
de i r o s  i n s i s t they s aw a 
moun t a i n  l i on c l o s e-up ( 50 
fee t )  for s ever a l  mi nu t e s  on 
a p a t h  t hey we re  wa l k i ng on 
t owar d  the i r  car . The Boston 
Globe ' s  Pe t er Ande r s on i nve s -

Long though t t o  b e  ex­
t i nc t ,  t h e  ye l l ow-fr on t ed 
gar dner  bowe r b i r d (Amhlyornis 
Flavi frons ) has j o i ned the 
r anks  of new l y - o r  aga i n-found 
" unexpec t ed "  an ima l s .  The 
b i rd had never ev en been seen 
a l i ve by a non -na t i ve of New 
Gu i nea, whe r e  the s i gh t i ng 
wa s made by Un i v e r s i ty of 
Ca l i fo r n i a  phy s i o l og i s t Jared  
Di amond in  J anuary of 198 1 .  

On l y  t h r ee mus eum spe­
c imens  are  known t o  ex i s t : 
Two s k i n s  ar e a t  the Ame r ­
i c an MUs eum of Na t u r a l  H i s ­
t o r y, and one i s  a t  the Br i t ­
i sh MUs eum (Na t u r a l  H i s t ory ) ,  
a l l b r ough t t o  we s t ern sc i -

t i ga t ed the i nc i den t and i n ­
t e r v i ewed the  Made i r o s e s . He 
quo t ed Mr s .  Made i r o s  as fo l ­
l ows : " I t  was a beau t i fu l  day 
t owar d s  t he end of Sep t embe r ,  
maybe t he f i r s t  week i n  Oc t o-
ber . � hu sband and I we r e  
wa l k i ng on t he t r a i l to  our 
car, wh i ch wa s in the Na­
t i ona l Park park i ng l o t . � 
hu sband pu t h i s arm ou t t o  
s t op me and s a i d, 'You s ee 

Gene r a l l y  accep t ed 
of Amer i can moun t a i n  
( Fel is concolor ) .  

r ange 
1 i on 

wha t  I s ee?' Toge t her  we 
s a i d, 'I t's  not  a fox . '  I t  
had a very  def i n i t e  l ong, 
r op e - l i ke t a i l l i ke t he l e t ­
t e r  J .  I t  h i t the g r ound and 
wen t  up . We fi gu r ed i t  wa s 
abou t as  t a l l a s  up t o  our 
knees  and we i ghed abou t 60 or  
80 pound s . We wer e  fr i gh t ­
ened and fr o z e . He was i n  
t he p a t h  and d i dn't s ee u s  a t  
f i r s t . As we made so� no i s e 

The an i ma l wa l ked a l ong 
t he p a th s l ow l y, and t hen 
moved off i n t o  the wood s .  
The Made i r o s e s  we re r e l uc t an t  
t o. repo r t the i r  s i gh t i ng im­
med i a t e  1 y .  "Our fi r s t  
though t, " Mr s .  Made i r o s  s a i d, 
"wa s  'who wou l d  be l i eve i t . "' 

Repo r t e r Ander s on a l s o 
de t e rmi ned t ha t  t he two hogs  
be l ong i ng t o  po l i ce offi cer  
Dav i d  Co s t a had been c l awed 
hor i z on t a l l y, " an i nd i ca t i on 
t ha t  t he a t t ac k i ng an ima l had 
j umped on the hog s' backs . "  
The r ea s on t he p r eda t or d i d  
no t comp l e t e  i t s k i l l  wa s 
p r e sumab l y  because  a r e l at i ve 
of Co s t a  re l ea s ed four dog s  
upon hear i ng a commo t i on .  
Truro  Se l ec t man Edwar d  Os ­
wa l t , who became i n t e re s t ed 
i n  the s e  i nc i den t s, had s t a t e  
w i l d l i fe b i o l og i s t Jrumes Car -
do z a  check t he ar ea . No 
t r ack s  wer e  found t o  he l p  i n  
an i den t i fi ca t i on o f  the a t ­
t ack i ng an i ma l . The g round 
wa s e i t her  too  we t or too 
s andy . Cardoza, a s  we l l  as 
two Na t i ona l Par k S er v i ce 
r anger s who checked o t her  
" hog c l aw i ng s, " conc l uded, 
howeve r ,  t ha t  a w i l d  dog wa s 
r e spon s i b l e . Thomas Kane, 
Trur o's As s i s t an t  Town C l erk, 
a l s o  s t a t ed tha t " I  t h i nk 
i t 's a f i �en t of t he i mag i ­
nat i on . " 

The nex t s i gn i f i can t  
s i gh t i ng was r epo r t ed by Tr u­
r o  po l i ce offi cer  Rodney Al ­
l en on February 7, 1982 . He 
c l a ims tha t a moun t a i n  l i on 
c r o s s ed i n  fr on t  of h i s  c r u i ­
s e r . Fo l l ow i ng fur t her i n-

"Extinct" Bird Found 
enc e by Lo r d  Ro t h s ch i l d in  
1895 . An i nspec t i on of t he 
Ame r i can MUseum spec imen s wa s 
t he f i na l  confi rma t i on t o  
Di amond tha t he had i ndeed 
found a spec i e s " ex t i nc t "  for 
86 year s .  

Of p ar t i cu l ar i n t e r e s t  t o  
c r yp t o z oo l og i s t s  i s  t he fac t 
t ha t  a do z en p r ev i ou s  exp ed i ­
t i on s  had fa i l ed t o  f i nd the 
b i r d, and t ha t  Di runond, who 
ob ser ved 30 i nd i v i dua l s, be ­
l i ev e s  t he r e  may ac t ua l l y be  
thou s and s of t he b i r d s  in  an 
a r ea of s ev e r a l hund r ed moun ­
t a i nou s s qua r e  mi l e s o f  un i n -

hab i t ed r a i n  for e s t, l oc a t ed 
a t  abou t 4, 000 fee t . Of even 
mo r e  i n t e r e s t i s  the fac t 
t h a t  Dr . Di amond's crune r a  and 
fi lm we r e  " l o s t "  when h i s  
boat  cap s i z ed, s o  t he on l y  
ev i dence o f  the f ind i s  • • •  Dr . 
Di runond's anecdo t a l  r epo r t ,  
p l u s  sound recor d i ng s  o f  the 
b i r d's ca l l s .  Th i s  i s  a 
s i tua t i on of unfor t una t e  fa­
mi l i ar i ty t o  c r yp t o z oo l o ­
g i s t s . I t  doe s  no t seem t o  
r ep r e s en t  a p r ob l em  t o  o rn i ­
t ho l og i s t s, however,  who ex­
p r e s s  no r e s erva t i ons  abou t 
Dr . Di amond's c l a im. 
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qu i r i e s  by Se l ec t man Oswa l t , 
Nat i ona l S ea sho r e  Sup e r i n ­
t enden t Her b  Ol s en s t a t ed 
t hat  h i s  Park r ang e r s had 
been ac t i ve l y  seek i ng s i gn s  
o f  a l arge  ca t . "We've g o t  a 
nwmber of s t aff member s who 
are  very  compe t en t  i n  d i s t i n ­
gu i sh i ng t r acks, " h e  s t a t ed .  
" Our p e r s onne l have not  found 
any cougar t r acks  at a l l 

• . .  We' l l c on t i nue t o  l ook for 
any s i gns  and we'r e ask i ng 
the pub l i c  t o  repo r t  any new 
i nformat i on or s i gh t i ng s  t o  
us . "  

Bu t no fur t he r  r epo r t s  
we r e  made i n  Tru r o . I n s t ead, 
po l i ce  in Albany, New Yor k, 
r ec e i ved a repo r t from a 
r e s i den t who c l a imed t o  have 
s een a puma " da s h i ng t h rough 
backy ar d s . "  Po l i ce no t i f i ed 
t he S t a t e  Dep ar tment of Env i ­
ronmen t a l  COn s e r v a t i on, wh i ch 
a s s i gned a s t aff member  t o  
i nve s t i ga t e  t h e  c a s e . I n  r e s ­
pon s e  t o  an i nqu i ry b y  I SC 
member Jo s eph Zar zynsk i ( s ee 
Cryptoletters, t h i s  i s sue ) ,  
Al l an H i cks,  a mamna l  spe ­
c i a l i s t i n  t he Dep ar tmen t 's 

Endange r e d  Spec i e s  Un i t , 
s t a t ed t ha t  he be l i ev ed the  
( un i den t i f i ed )  wi t ne s s  "was 

mi s t aken, a s  h i s  de s c r i p t i on 
wa s ver y  i ncon s i s t en t . "  Mr. 
H i cks  added t ha t  t r acks  found 
i n  t he ar ea we r e  " c l ear l y  
t h o s e  of a dog . " 

A few mon t h s  ear l i e r,  and 
s ev e r a l  t hous and mi l e s  away, 
a " b l ack  pan t her " was r epor t ­
ed . He r e, howev e r, a puma 
wa s a l i ke l y  sol ution, r a t her  
t han t he � s t e r y . The Ar i z o ­
n a  Game and F i sh Depar tmen t 
r ec e i v ed a c a l l i n  mi d-Oc t o ­
ber,  198 1 ,  from a Tuc s on 
woman who c l a imed that  t he 
b l ack  pan ther  wa s s een by her 
and her  husband in t he i r  b ack  
yar d .  

Tom Spa l d i ng, Reg i ona l 
Super v i s o r  for the F i sh and 
Game Dep ar tmen t ,  hyp o t he s i z ed 
t ha t the an ima l  may have been 
a dark moun t a i n  l i on .  Spa l d ­
i ng po i n t ed ou t tha t moun t a i n  
l i on s  l i ve  i n  a l l  t he r ange s 
sur r ound i ng Tuc s on, and t ha t  
a young ma l e, dis l o dg ed from 
i t s t er r i t o r y  by an o l der  
c a t ,  cou l d  en t er Tuc s on by 
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fo l l owi ng dr y r i ver bed s 
r i gh t  i n t o  r e s i den t i a l a r e a s . 

E .  Lende l l  COckrwm, a Un i ­
v e r s i ty of Ar i z ona mamma l o ­
g i s t  and an a s s oc i a t e  of the 
Ed i t o r ,  admi t t ed t ha t  ob s e r v ­
er  s s o rne  t ime s s e e  an ima 1 s 
t ha t  b i o l og i s t s don't r ecog­
n i z ed in an ar e a, bu t added 
t ha t  par t of t he p r ob l em  i s  
" a  w i l l i ngne s s  t o  be l i eve i n  
b ea s t i e s  t ha t  g o  b ump  i n  t he 
n i gh t . "  Dr . Cockrwm, Head of 
t h e  Dep ar tment of Eco l ogy and 
Evo l u t i onary  B i o l ogy, a l s o 
s ugge s t ed that  t he new s i gh t ­
i ng cou l d  b e  due t o  a dog, a 
j ave l i na, or even a hous e ca t 
d i s t o r t ed by l i gh t, d i s t ance, 
and ang l e .  

I t  shou l d  a l s o be po i n t ed 
ou t t ha t  j aguar s are  some ­
t i me s  found i n  the s ou t hern 
t i p of Ar i z ona ( abou t  40-50 
mi l e s  s ou t h  of Tuc s on ) ,  usu-
a l l y c r o s s i ng t he b o r der form 
Mex i c o .  Me l an i s t i c  ( b l ac k )  
j aguar s cann o t  b e  en t i r e l y 
ru l ed ou t for " b l ack pan ther " 
s i gh t i ng s  i n  sou t hern Ar i z o ­
na, wh i ch occur fr om t ime t o  
t ime . 

Hoax Claimed for Ape Canyon Incident 
One of the c l a s s i c  i nc i ­

den t s  in  t he h i s t ory of Sas­
qua t ch repor t s  da t e s  from 
1924, when fi ve mi ne r s  r e ­
por t ed be i ng a t t acked by 
ha i ry g i an t s  wh i ch hur l ed 
bou l der s down a t  the i r  cab i n .  
The Ape Canyon i nc i den t wa s 
car r i ed i n  the Por t l and �e­
gonian for Ju l y  13 , 1924 , 
wh i ch de s c r i bed how the mi ­
ne r s  had been p r o spec t i ng a 
c l a im s ever a l  mi l e s  fr om Sp i ­
r i t  Lake, i n  t he recen t l y  
devas t a t ed Moun t S t . He l en s  
a r ea . Two o f  t he mi ne r s  
c l a imed t o  have sho t a t  the 
" ape s, " and one " ape " r epo r t ­
ed l y  fe l l  off a c l i ff .  Tha t  
n i gh t ,  t he " ape s " r epo r t ed l y 
a t t acked t he cab i n  wi t h  
r ocks,  s o me  o f  wh i ch came 
thr ough the roof and knocked 
one the the men unc on s c i ou s . 

Now, 58 year s l a t e r, a 
re t i r ed l ogger ha s announc ed 
that  he he l p ed hoax t he en ­
t i r e ep i s ode . Ran t MU l l en s, 
86 , i n  an ar t i c l e pub l i shed 
i n  the Vancouv er  COlumbian, 
s t a t ed that  he and h i s  unc l e, 
Geo r ge Ro s s, we r e  r e turn i ng 
fr om a f i s h i ng t r i p  when they 
dec i ded t o  p l ay t he i r  t r i ck .  

Ape Canyon pr i or t o  the 1980 MOun t S t . 
He l ens  vo l cano e r up t i on .  

"Geor ge wa s a lway s  p l ay i ng 
j oke s, " s t a t ed MU l l en s ,  " so 
he and I r o l l ed s o me  rocks  
down over  t he edg e . Then we 
g o t  ou t of t he r e  fa s t .  When 
we heard t ha t  t he mi ne r s  we r e  
t e l l i ng ha i ry ape s t o r i e s ,  we 
bo t h  had a good l augh . We 

never t o l d  anyone t he t r ue 
s t o ry . " Ml l l en s  a l s o  d i s ­
coun t s  o t her  r epo r t s  o f  Sa s ­
qua t ch . " I  wa s born wi t h i n  
30 mi l e s  of.Nbun t S t . He l ens,  
anu have  wo r ked he r e  a lmo s t  
a l l � l i fe . I have never 
seen any th i ng ou t the r e  tha t 
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I cou l d  
s a i d. 

no t exp 1 a i n, " he 

Four year s af t e r  t he Ape 
Canyon i nc i den t,  acc o r d i ng t o  
MU l l en s, h e  and o the r For e s t  
S e r v i ce wor ke r s  bu i l d i ng a 
t r a i l ne ar wha t  i s  now the 
Sw i f t  Re s ervo i r  dec i ded t o  
hav e �r e fun. MU l l en s  car v ­
e d  a p a i r  o f  enor�u s  wooden 
fee t ,  wh i ch we r e  then u s ed t o  
l eave foo tpr i n t s  around t he 
car s of huck l eber ry  p i cker s . 
"When t he p i cker s came back 
and s aw the hug e  foo tpr i n t s, 
t hey g o t  out of t he r e  fa s t , " 
he s a i d. 

Wha t Ml l  1 en s ' " c onfe s s  i on " 
doe s no t exp l a i n  are  t he 
foo t pr i n t s found i n  the ar ea 
pr i or to  t he Ape Cany on i nc i ­
den t ,  bo t h  i n  1924 and i n  
p r ev i ous year s,  by b o t h  Sp i ­
r i t  Lake r anger s,  p r o spec ­
t o r s, and t rapp e r s�  As t o  
t h e  mi ne r s' s t o ry  o f  the 
a t t ack, j ourna l i s t John Gr een 
( au thor  of Sasquatch: The 

Apes Among Us, Saan i ck t on, 
B.C. : Hancock Hou s e )  spen t an 
even i ng w i t h  one of them, 
nrurned Fr ed Beck, i n  t he 
1960s ; Beck ma i n t a i ned h i s  
ve r s i on of the even t s , wh i ch 
he had app a r en t l y  r epea t ed 
hund r e d s  of t ime s for about  
60 year s. Al t hough he t ended 
to ac cep t the r ea l i ty of the 
i nc i den t ,  Gr een c onc l uded 
tha t,  " as wi t h  a l l the o l d  
accoun t s, t h e r e  i s  no p r o s ­
pec t of be i ng ab l e  t o  e s t a­
b l i sh now t he t r u t h  or o t her ­
w i s e  of t he bas i c  s t o r y . " 

Fo l l ow i ng Ml l l en s '  an ­
nouncemen t ,  t he news med i a  
c on t ac t ed Grov er  Kr an t z, a 
Wa sh i ng t on S t a t e  Un i v er s i ty 
phy s i ca l  an t h r opo l og i s t  ( and 
I SC Boar d  member ) ,  who has  
s t ud i ed t he S a s qua t ch p r ob l em 
i n  dep t h. Dr. Kr an t z  exp r e s ­
s ed a s a t i sfac t i on w i t h  t he 
Ml l l en s  announcemen t :  " I  a l ­
way s  had � doub t s  about  t he 
mi ne r s' s i gh t i ng, " he s a i d. 
" I t d i dn't fo l l ow t he regu l ar 
pa t t er n . " He po i nted ou t 
t h a t  Sa s qua t ch i s  nev er r e ­
por t ed i n  gr oup s, and no 
ho s t i l e behav i our i s  ever  
i nvo l ved i n  o t her r epor t s. 
" I f any th i ng [the Ml l l en s  
ve r s i on] make s  t he B i gfoo t 
th i ng a l i t t l e c l eaner be ­
cau s e  a very  dev i an t  s t o r y  
ha s d r opp ed ou t , " h e  added. 
In a sub s equen t conver s a t i on 
w i t h  The ISC Newsletter Ed i ­
t o r ,  Dr. Kr an t z  s t a t ed tha t 
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Neanderthal Survival Proposed 

Repor t s  of "wi l d  men " i n  
var i ous par t s  o f  t h e  Sov i e t  
Un i on and Ou t e r  �ngo l i a  have 
been made for c en t ur i e s. Over  
the year s,  s ev e r a l  Sov i e t 
r e s ear che r s, p ar t i cu l ar l y  
B . F. Po r shnev, and, �r e r e ­
cen t 1 y ,  I SC Boa r d  Membe r  I:m i ­
t r i Bayanov, have propo sed  
t ha t  t he r epo r t s  may we l l  
r ep r e s en t  s i gh t i ng s  of l i v i ng 
Neande r t ha l s sur v i v i ng i n  
r emo t e  and env i r onmen t a l l y  
ho s t i l e reg i on s  of As i a. 
Whe ther  such " sub -human s " 
(HOmo sapiens neanderthalen­
sis ) wou l d  be r e l a t ed t o  the 
Ch i ne s e  "wi  l dman, " t he H ima­
l ayan Ye t i , o r  the Amer i can 
Sa s qua t ch, i s  a sub j ec t of 
con t i nu i ng deba t e. 

� r a  Shac k l ey, a Br i t i sh 
ar chaeo l og i s t  who conduc ted  
f i e l d  wo r k  in  Outer  Mongo l i a 
i n  1979, now p r opo s e s  tha t 
Neande r t ha l b ands may hav e  
sur v i v ed t o  t h e  p r e s en t  i n  
t he rugg ed Al t a i  MOun t a i ns, 
on the edge of t he Gob i Des ­
er t .  Dr . Shack l ey p r e s en t s  
her  fi nd i ng s  i n  the Mar ch, 
1982, i s sue of Antiquity, a 
Br i t i sh ar chaeo l ogy j ourna l 
( s ee  Recent Scientific Lit-
erature, t h i s  i s sue ) . 

In her  a r t i c l e, Dr . Shack ­
l ey rev i ews p r ob l ems i n  Nean ­
der t ha l  t axonomy, and ad ­
dr e s s e s  one l e s s  we l l -known 
hypo t he s i s :  " t hat  Neande r t ha l 
man was for c ed ou t of the 
be s t  hun t i ng g round s ( and 
t hu s  the ar chaeo l og i ca l  r e ­
c o r d ) i n t o  remo t e  a r ea s  whe r e  
sma l l popu l a t i on s  cou l d  hav e 
sur v i v ed . " Dr . Shack l ey goe s 
on t o  s t a t e  tha t " t he i dea 
t h a t  Neande r t ha l man must be 
ex t i nc t s i nc e  �dern  man can 
be t he on l y  sur v i v i ng homi n i d  
spec i e s  i s  ou tmoded b i o l og i ­
c a l  a r r o gance, " and t ha t  " r e ­
cen t wo r k  i n  the h i gh moun-

t he Ape Canyon i nc i den t ha s 
no bear i ng on t he qua l i ty of 
o ther  S a s qua t ch ev i dence. 

Rene Dah i nden, ano t he r  
l ong - t ime S a s qua t ch r e s ea r ch ­
e r ,  doub t s  t he MU l l en s  v e r ­
s i on, however . I n  a t e l e ­
phone c onv e r s at i on w i th  t he 
Ed i t o r ,  Mr. Dah i nden po i n t ed 
ou t t ha t  s ev e r a l  ve r s i on s  of 
t he Ape Canyon even t s by pe r ­
s on s  c l a imi ng r e spon s i b i l i ty 
have surfaced i n  recen t  

t a i n  ar e a s  of sou t hern  Rus s i a  
and Mongo l i a amp l y  demon­
s t r a t e s  the ex i s tence the r e  
o f  s o me  form o f  so  far un­
c l as s i fi ed homi no i d. The s e  
c r ea t u r e s,  ca l l ed Almas, 
c l o s e l y  r e s emb l e  Neander t ha l  
man i n  many way s."  

Al t hough she  r ev i ews the 
ex i s t i ng Sov i e t l i t e r a t ure  on 
" r e l i c t  homi no i d s " -- as the 
Ru s s i an some t i mes r efer t o  
them Dr. Shack l ey a l s o 
p r oduce s phy s i ca l  ev i dence, 
in the form of MOu s t er i an 
s t one too l s, of unque s t i on­
ab l e  Neande r tha l or i g i n ;  she 
r ecove r ed t he s e  from surface 
s i t e s  dur i ng he r MOngo l i an 
f i e l dwo r k. The que s t i on r e -
ma i n s  whe ther  t he t oo l s  r e ­
ma i ned und i s turbed for per ­
hap s 40, 000 year s,  o r  whe ther 
t hey we r e  depo s i t ed r ecen t l y .  
Unfo r t una t e l y, n o  s t r a t i f i ed 
( and t hu s  da t ab l e ) ar t i fadt s 

we r e  found, a l t hough such 
w i l l  be sough t  i n  fu t u r e  
f i e l dwor k. 

Mongo l he r de r s,  t he on l y  
i nhab i t an t s  o f  t he reg i on, 
r epea t ed l y  i den t i fi ed the 
s t one t oo l s  a s  hav i ng been 
made by t he Almas, who sup ­
po s ed l y  l i ve i n  c ave s i n  t he 
Al t a i  �un t a i n s. Dr . Shack ­
l ey r epor t s  t h a t ,  i nvar i ab l y, 
t he Mongo l s  exp r e s s ed sur ­
pr i s e a t  her i n t e r e s t  i n  t he 
Almas, wh i ch t o  them wa s 
" comnon know l edge. " 

In a conver s a t i on wi t h  the 
Ed i t or,  Dr . Shack l ey s t a t ed 
tha t  she hope s t o  conduc t 
ar chae o l og i c a l  wo rk a t  h i gher 
e l ev a t i on s, and t o  perhap s 
v i s i t  t he many cave s i n  t he 
un i nh ab i t ed Al t a i  r ange 
(wh i ch cove r s  an ar ea twi ce 
t he s i z e of Fr ance ) i n  at -
t emp t s  t o  uncover fur t her 
ev i dence of p o s s i b l e  l i v i ng 
Neande r t ha l s .  

year s,  i nc l ud i ng the Ml l l en s  
c l a im. Mr .  Dah i nden fee l s  
tha t Beck's  t e s t imony i s  mor e 
r e l i ab l e  t h an Ml l l en s', and 
t ha t the foo t pr i n t s  found i n  
t he Ap e Canyon a r ea i n  1924 
and befo r e  we r e  qu i t e un l i ke 
t he obv i ous Ml l l en s  fake s of 
1928 and l a t er.  

Fac t or  f i c t i on, t he Ap e 
Canyon i nc i den t i s  de s t i ned 
t o  rema i n  an i n teg r a l par t of 
S a s qua t ch h i s t o r y  and l o r e. 
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An unknown an i na l i n  the 
Ol en t angy R i v e r ,  a t  Co l umbus,  
Oh i o, was recen t l y  ob s e r v ed 
by l aw enfor cement  off i c e r s,  
f i r e�n and by-s t ande r s. One 
po l i ce off i cer  t hough t i t  wa s 
a hippopo tamus. F i r efi gh t e r s 
men t i oned an o t t er .  J ack  
Hanna, Di rec t o r  of the Co l um­
bus Zoo, who a r r i ved on t he 
scene, announced tha t a l l 
thr ee of t he z oo h i ppos  we r e  
acc oun t ed for ,  " and Pe t e's  
s t i l l  i n  h i s  g r ave, " r e­
fer r i ng t o  a r ec en t l y  de ­
c ea s ed h i ppo. 

Wha t ever the an i ma l  wa s 
that  was f i r s t  r epo r t ed by a 
wi t ne s s  a t  7 : 30 p.m. on Ap r i l  
4, 1982, i t  pr oduc ed r e spon ­
se s by c i ty po l i c e  pa t r o l  
car s, a po l i ce he l i c op t e r ,  a 

Aquatic Animal 
�AT t e�, a fi r e  depar tmen t 
r e s cue s quad, an eng i ne com­
pany, and t e l ev i s i on and 
newspap er  repo r t e r s. The 
"Ol en t angy Mon s t e r, " a s  i t  
wa s b i l l ed i n  t he COlumbus 
Citizen-Journal on Ap r i l  S, 
d i s app ear ed and d i d  not  r e ­
surface. 

No accu r a t e  de s c r i p t i �n i s  
ava i l ab l e. A h i ppo and an 
o t t er we re  men t i oned, two 
an ima l s  very  d i ffer en t  i n  
s i z e and mo rpho l ogy. I f  i t  
wa s as  l ar g e  a s  a h i ppo, i t  
nay have b een a na l e  nor t hern 
e l ephan t s ea l , wh i ch can g r ow 
t o  a bu l ky 15 fee t  or mo r e. 
I nd i v i dua l ma l e s  a r e  s a i d  t o  

Recent Scientific Literature 
1981 1982 

W. H .  Lehn and I. Schroeder.  
The 'Nor s e  Mer nan as  an 
Opt i c a l  Phenomenon. Na­
ture, Vo l . 289 : 362-66 ( Jan ­
uar y  29, 198 1 ) . The au ­
t ho r s  p r e s en t  ev i dence t o  
suppor t the v i ew tha t me­
d i aeve l No r s e  s i gh t i ng s  of 
the "me r man "  we r e  accur a t e  
ob s er v a t i ons  of  natu r a l 
pheno�na. They be l i eve 
t ha t  i nage s of crnnnon s ea 

mamna l s, " s ever l y  d i s t o r t ­
ed by s t r ong, non -un i form 
a tmo spher i c  r efr ac t i on, " 
f i t t he med i aeve l d e s c r i p ­
t i on s  we l l , and they p r e ­
s en t  compu t e r -gene r a t ed 
i mag e s  t o  suppor t t he i r  
hypo t he s i s. ( See a l s o :  
W. H .  Lehn. Atmo sphe r i c  
Refrac t i on and Lake Mons -
t er s. Science, Vo l .  
205 : 183-85 [ Ju l y  13, 
1979] ) .  

J. R i char d  Gr eenwe l l  and 
J�s E. K i ng. At t i t ude s 
of Phy s i ca l  An t h r opo l o ­
g i s t s  Towar d  Repor t s  of 
B i gfoo t and Ne s s i e. CUr­
rent Anthropology, Vo l .  
22 : 1  ( February, 198 1 ) . 
The au t ho r s  p r e s en t  a t t i ­
tude da t a  gene r a t ed by a 
sur vey of Amer i c an and 
Canad i an phy s i ca l  an t h r o ­
po l og i s t s, pr imar i l y on 
Bi gfoo t .  On l y  12 . 8%  of 
t he r e sponden t s  accep t 
B i gfoo t as  r ea l , but over 

5� be l i eve t ha t  i t s d i s ­
covery wou l d  hav e a " s e ­
ve r e "  impac t on s c i ence. 

J. R i cha r d  Gr eenwe l l  and 
J�e s E. K i ng. On the 
Taxonomi c S t a t u s  of  S a s ­
qua t ch :  An An t h r opo l og i c a l  
Con s en s u s. Northwest An­
thropological Research 
Notes, Vo l .  15 : 1  ( Sp r i ng, 
198 1 ) . The au t ho r s  r evea l 
the p r efer r ed cand i da t e  
for Sa s qua t ch ( B i gfoo t )  
among p r ofe s s i ona l s, b a s ed 
on r e spon s e s  t o  a sur vey 
of Ame r i can and Canad i an 
phy s i ca l  an t h ropo l og i s t s. 
Of t ho s e  g i v i ng a spec i f i c 
t axonomi c re spon s e, 8� 
favor Gigantopithecus. 

Bar ry L. I s aac. Rev i ew of 
Nanlike �nsters on Trial: 
Early Records and Nbdern 
Evidence. American An­
thropologist, Vo l .  83 : 729 
( Sep t emb e r ,  198 1 ) . A r e ­
l a t i ve l y  mode r a t e  r ev i ew 
of the book b a s ed on a 
Un i v er s i ty of Br i t i sh Co ­
l wnb i a  S a s qua t ch confe r ­
enc e. The r ev i ewer s t a t e s  
tha t the book " • . .  i s  ex­
ac t l y wha t  i s  needed a t  
t he momen t , " and conc l ude s 
t ha t  " . • .  i t  w i l l  i nfur i a t e  
bo t h  the ar den t t r ue be ­
l i ever  and t he dogma t i c  
debunker,  bu t wi l l  de l i gh t  
t he open -mi nded s c i en t i s t  
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Puzzles Ohioans 
occa s i ona l l y v en t u r e  hundr ed s  
o f  mi l e s  i n l and thr ough r i ver  
s y s t ems ; t hey wou l d  appear  
qu i t e spec t acu l ar t o  per s on s  
who have nev er s e en one b e ­
for e. Roy �cka l ( I SC V i ce 
Pre s i den t )  i n  h i s  b ook 
Searching for Hidden Animals: 
An Inquiry into Zoological 
�steries ( �ub l eday 1980 ) ,  
a t t r i bu t e s  s i gh t i ngs  of t he 
Wh i t e  R i ver  mon s t er i n  Ar kan ­
s a s  t o  na l e  no t h e rn e l ephan t 
s ea l s.  I f  an e l ephan t sea l 
wa s r e spon s i b l e for t he r i ­
ver s i de carn i va l  i n  Oh i o, the 
"Ol en t angy Mons t e r " w i l l  p r o ­
bab l y  su rface aga i n  a t  so� 
fu t u r e  t ime. 

and human i s t . " 
wne w i l l  a l so be 
i n  the f i r s t  
Cryptozoology 

(Th i s  vo l ­
r ev i ewed 

i s sue of 
Ed i t or. ) 

Al v i n  Nov i ck. Rev i ew of 
Searching for Hidden Ani­
mals: An Inquiry into Zoo­
logical �steries. Bio­
science, Vo 1 . 31  ( 10 ) : 7 7 5 
(November,  198 1 ) . A c r i ­
t i c a l  rev i ew of I SC V i ce 
Pr e s i den t Roy P. �c ka l 's 
wo r l dwi de - c ryp t o z oo l og i ca l  
r ev i ew. Wh i l e  admi t t i ng 
t ha t " t her e  i ndeed IIJ.ls t 
be " some 1 ar ge, und i s cov ­
e r ed an ima l s, the r ev i ewer 
be l i ev e s  t ha t  " t here  a r e  
far mo r e  impor t an t  sy s t em­
a t i c  cha l l enge s t o  evo l u­
t i onary b i o l og i s t s  and far 

mo r e  impo r t an t  u s e s  for 
l ar ge expend i t ur e s  of 
t ime , money , and t a 1 en t , " 
and tha t cryp t o z oo l og i ca l  
exp ed i t i ons  wou l d  be a 
"mi s f or t une " for sc i ence. 

Myr a Shack l ey. 
Neand e r t ha l  

The Cas e  for 
Sur v i va l : 

Fac t ,  F i c t i on or Fac t i on? 
Antiquity, Vo l .  56 
( 2 16 )  : 3 1-41  ( �r ch, 1982 ) . 
The au thor  r ev i ews recen t  
p r ob l ems of Neande r t ha l 
t axono�, and ev i dence 
t h a t  Sov i e t r epor t s  o f  
Almas may r epr e s en t  smal l 
l i v i ng popu l a t i ons  of Ne ­
and e r t ha l . She propo s e s  
fu t u r e  f i e l dwo r k  i n  Ou t e r  
Mongo l i a, whe r e  she r e -
c en t l y  r ecove r ed Mbu s t er ­
i an t oo l s  f r om sur f ace 
s i t e s. ( See s ep a r a t e  ar ­
t i c l e i n  th i s  i s sue. ) 
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Dea r  Ed i t o r : 

Ra l ph Wa l do Eme r s on once 
wr o t e : "No t h i ng i s  r i ch bu t 
the i nexhaus t i b l e  wea l t h of 
Na t u r e . She shows us  on l y  
surfac e s, bu t she i s  a mi l ­
l i on fa t homs deep . " 

Wi t h  the c r e a t i on of the 
I SC, we c an now funne l  our 
r e s our c e s, t ime, and t a  1 en t s  
i n t o  p r ob i ng beyond t he s e  
surfac e s .  Hopefu l l y, some of 
t he z o o l og i c a l  � s t er i e s of 
Na t u r e  can be dec i phe r ed and 
added to t he r i chne s s  of 
p l ane t Ear t h .  I l ook forwar d 
t o  wo r k i ng w i th  t he I SC a s  
t h e  ocean dep t h s ,  t he l akes,  
t he mo un t a i n s, t he g l ac i e r s, 
and t he t r op i ca l  r a i n  fo r e s t s  
become our l abo r a t or i e s . 

Cong r a tu l a t i on s  on the 
l on g - awa i t ed b i r th of t he 
I SC .  I run sure tha t even i t s 
for ma t i ve year s sha l l a s s i s t 
a l l of us i nvo l ved i n  our own 
c r yp t o z oo l og i ca l  pu r su i t s .  

J o s eph Zar zynsk i 
Wi 1 t on, New Yo rk 

Dea r  Ed i t o r :  

A s  a soc i o l og i s t  who ha s 
spent many y ea r s s t udy i ng t he 
c i r cu l a t i on of i nfo r ma t i on 
abou t anoma l ous even t s, I 
app l aud the fo r ma t i on of t he 
I n t e r na t i ona l S oc i e ty of 
Cr yp t o z oo l ogy and i t s a s s o ­
c i a t ed j ourna l . I n  t he pa s t ,  
the  d i s s emi na t i on of i nfor ma­
t i on abou t c r yp t o zoo l og i ca l  
even t s  ha s had a k i nd of 
" h i t - o r -mi s s "  cha r ac t er . I t  
ha s been very d i ffi cu l t  for 
i n t e r e s t ed r e s earcher s t o  
know whe r e  t o  l ook t o  fi nd 
s uch i nforma t i on .  The new 
soc i e t y  and j ourna l shou l d  
p r ov i de an exce l l en t  mean s by 
wh i ch such i nfo r ma t i on can be 
exchanged by compe t en t  r e­
sear cher s .  

Ron We s t r um  
Dep t . o f  Soc i o l ogy 
Ea s t e rn M i ch i gan 

Un i ve r s i t y 
Yp s i l an t i ,  Mi ch i gan 

CRYPTOLETTERS 

Dear Ed i t o r : 

You may be i n t e r e s t ed i n  
a p o s s i b l e  kanga r oo s i gh t i ng 
r i gh t  he r e  i n  Ar i z ona . 

To t he be s t  of � know­
l edge, t he s t or y  concern i ng 
t h i s  an i ma l  da t e s  back t o  
s ome t ime be tween 1963 and 
1965 . I t  occu r r ed some 50 
mi l e s  s ou th  of Tuc s on, i n  
Peck Cany on and near t he o l d 
t own of Ca l ab a s a s  [a few 
mi l e s  no r th of t he Mex i can 
bor der - -Ed i t o r ] .  Th i s  ve r y  
l arge  c anyon s epar a t e s  t he 
Tumacac o r i MOun t a i n s t o  the 
nor th and t he Ata s c o s a  MOun ­
t a i n s  t o  the sou t h, and run s  
s o me  t en mi l e s  t h rough t he 
r ange . 

A fr i end of our s  for 
many y ea r s, by t he name of 
Wor kman, had l i ved s ome four 
mi l e s up Peck Canyon s i nce 
t ·he Dep r e s s  i on day s . Mr. 
Wo r kman pa s s ed away i n  t he 
ea r l y  1970s . H i s pr imary  
i n t e r e s t s  we r e  p r o spec t i ng 
and mi n i ng, and he wa s a man 
of h i gh i n tegr i ty .  The s t o ­
ry, wh i ch h e  s en t  t o  u s  by 
ma i 1 ,  I do be 1 i eve . My on 1 y 
r e g r e t i s  tha t we no l onger 
h ave h i s  or i g i na l  l e t t er and 
d r aw i ng of t he an i ma l . My 
fr i end, Wa l t, had i t  for a 
number of year s,  bu t aft er  
mov i ng a s  much as  he  doe s, i t  
became 1 o s  t .  

As I r ec a l l  h i s  l e t t e r ,  
Mr. Wo rkman, wh i l e r e t u rn i ng 
home one aft e r noon, c r o s s ed a 
w i de s andy wa sh j u s t  be l ow 
h i s hous e, and go t s t uck  i n  
deep s and w i th  h i s  t r uck . 
Wh i l e  p l ac i ng branche s and 
r ocks  around t he r ear whee l s  
t o  ge t t r ac t i on, he no t i ced a 
s t r ange an i ma l  comi ng t owar d  
h im fr om down t he wa sh . I t  
wa s abou t four fee t  i n  
he i gh t, had a greyhound ­
shap ed head, wa l ked upr i gh t, 
and r e s emb l ed a kangaroo i n  
app ear anc e .  I t  a l so had 
shor t b r own s l i ck ha i r, and 
i t s t a i l r o s e  s t r a i gh t  up b e ­
h i nd i t , end i ng w i th  a cu r l 
a t  t he t op .  The an i ma l  made 
no s ound, bu t r ema i ned s t and­
i ng, l ook i ng a t  h im for a few 
momen t s  befo r e  mov i ng on a-
c r o s s  t he s andy wa sh and i n t o  
the near by me s qu i t e  t r ee s . I 
enc l o s e  � own d r aw i ng of t he 
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an i ma l  b a s ed on � r eco l l ec ­
t i on o f  Workman's or i g i na l ,  
now l o s t , d r aw i ng . Mr. Wo rk­
man a l s o men t i oned tha t i t s 

A8o'JT 
lf FT. 

HIC.W 

./ 

Mr. Qu i nn's recon s t r uc t i on 
of t he an i ma l  r epo r t ed and 
dr awn by Mr. Wor kman i n  
t he ear l y  1960s . 

body wa s much l eane r than 
t ha t  of a kangar oo, and i t s 
f e e t sma 1 1 e r ; i t s t a i 1 wa s 
l ong and t h i n, and t he an i ma l  
car r i ed i t  h i gh above i t s 
head wh i l e wa l k i ng or  s t and­
i ng .  I t  l eft no recogn i z ab l e  
t r acks  i n  t he deep, s andy bed 
of t he wash . 

He was ver y  amazed a t  
t he s i gh t  o f  t h i s  s t r ange 
l ook i ng an i ma l  bu t d i d  no t 
make any a t tempt t o  touch or  
cap ture  i t .  

Wor kman con t i nued wo rk­
i ng a t  h i s  mi n i ng c l a im in  
t he day s tha t fo l l owed . He 
never s aw i t  aga i n . He a l s o 
men t i oned i t  t o  some of the 
r anch hands in t he ar ea, bu t 
they never saw the an i ma l  
e i t he r ,  a l t hough t hey r ode 
the r ange oft en . If  on l y  Mr. 

Wo r kman had had a crune ra w i th  
h im tha t aft e rnoon back i n  
t he mi d - 1960s ! 

Ron Qu i nn 
Tuc s on, Ar i z ona 



1be ISC Newsletter 

From time to time , wi l d  kan­
garoos are repor ted in the 
U. S . , particu l ar l y  in the 
East and Midwe st . Sanet imes , 
these have invo l ved escaped 
anima l s , and other times mis­
identi fication o f  native ani­
mals not known to the wi tnes-
ses . The possibility o f  fe­
ral kangaroos , animals escap­
ing and surviving for years 
in rural U. S .  areas , should 
not be ru l ed ou t .  However , 
kangaroos do not hold their 
tai l s  vertica l l y ;  they use 
then for ground support . � .  
Workman ' s  anima l sounds 1 ike 
it might have been a coati 
(Na sua na sua ) , a carnivore 
be longing to the same fami l y 
as the racoon (Procyonidae ) .  
COatis are found primarily in 
northern Nexico , but have 
been increasing in number in 
the southern Azizona desert 
in recent decades . Ma les are 
larger , but genera l ly do not 
exceed two feet ( p lus a ZO 
inch tai l ) , and o l der ma l es 
forage individua lly .  The 
tail stands erect with a cur l 
at the top , as described by 
Mr .  Workman , but is bushier 
than in Mr .  Quinn ' s  drawing . 
The main prob l en  is tha t , 
un like kangaroos , coatis are 
quadrupeda l during locomo­
tion , although they can stand 

COa t i  ( Nasua nasua ) by 
Sandy Tr ue t t  ( frrnn Nammals 
of the Southwest, by E .  
Lende l l  Coc krwn, Un i ver s i ­
t y  of Ar i z ona Pr e s s, 
1982. ) .  

erect when no t in DO tion . A 
drawing o f  a coati appears 
above , by the late Sandy 
Truett . Might Mr .  Workman 
have seen a l arge coati that 
s tood erect momentari ly , giv­
ing h im the impression o f  a 
kangaroo ? un fortuna tely , we 
are not aware o f  how fami liar 
Mr .  Workman was with coat is , 
but it is known tha t coati 
populations dropped signi fi ­
cantly from the mid-1 950s 
ti ll the mid- 1 960s ,  the pe­
riod o f  Mr .  Workman ' s  obser­
vation . Readers are invited 
to comment on the sighting 
and the proposed solution . 

-Ed.i tor 

Dea r  Ed i t o r : 

Th i s  refer s t o  the wo r d  
" oc t op i " i n  t he Soc i e t y ' s  
br ochu r e . 

�ny peop l e  su spec t tha t 
" oc t opus e s "  i s  wr ong, bu t 
t hey ' r e no t a t  a l l sure  " oc ­
t op i " i s  r i gh t .  S i nce b i o l o ­
g i s t s, who shou l d  know, u s e  
one or  t he o t her w i th  t one s 
of equa l au t ho r i t y, t he non ­
spec i a l i s t i s  hard  pu t t o  
dec i de wh i ch i s  p r efer ab l e .  

Now i t  i s  of t en po s s i b l e  
t o  ge t thr ough a day wi t hou t 
hav i ng t o  r efer t o  mo r e  t han 
one oc t opu s . The prob l em i s  
no t a c r uc i a l  one . S t i l l , i t  
mi gh t be he l pfu l i f  the que s ­
t i on cou l d  b e  s e t t l ed one way 
or t he o t her . 

To the anc i en t  Gr eeks,  
an oc t opus wa s a po l ypous, o r  
po lypus a s  we wou l d  spe l l  i t  
t od ay . Po l y- mean s many and 
-pus means foo t ,  so t he wor d  
c an be t r an s l a t ed as  " many­
foo t ed . "  The wor d  oc t opu s wa s 
co i ned around 1758. I t ' s  a 
l i t t l e mo r e  exp l i c i t than 
polypus s i nce oc to- ( a l s o 
fr om the Gr eek ) �an s e i gh t, 
and r efe r s  t o  t he fac t t h a t  
an oc t opu s ha s e i gh t  fee t,  o r  
arms a s  we now ca l l  t hem. 

I f  oc t opu s i s  con s i de r ed 
a Gr eek wo r d  (wh i ch, o r i g i ­
na l l y a t  l ea s t ,  i t  wa s ) ,  t hen 
t he Gr eek p l u r a l i s  octo­
podes . I ' m no t sur e  how 
Ar i s t o t l e  wou l d  have p r o ­
nounced i t , bu t t oday the 
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accent  i s  on t he s ec ond sy l ­
l ab l e  and -podes rhyme s  wi t h  
" r oad eas e . "  I f  you a r e  i n­
c l i ned t o  the c l a s s i ca l  l an­
guage s,  and have enough 
s t r eng t h  of char ac t er t o  us e 
t he wo rd  i n  pub l i c, you may . 
Indeed, t he s c i en t i f i c name 
of t he oc t opus g roup i s  Oct o ­
poda . B i o l og i s t s  oft en r efer 
to memb e r s  of t h i s  group a s  
oc t op od s . 

Wh e r e  doe s  the p l u r a l 
form " oc t op i " come from? I t  
i s  cer t a i n l y w i de l y  us ed and 
by p eop l e  who s hou l d  know . I s  
i t  cor r ec t ? As the founder  of 
t he S oc i e ty for t he E l imi ­
n a t i on of the Term Octop i 
from t he Eng l i sh Language 
( SEIDEL ) ,  my own an swer i s :  

No, i t  i s  no t c o r r ec t . I t  
wou l d  be a l l r i gh t  i f  oc t opus 
we r e  a La t i n wo r d  l i ke fungus 
o r  a l umnus,  bu t i t ' s  no t .  I t  
i s  der i v ed from Gr eek . SEIDEL 
no t on l y  ma i n t a i n s the p l ur a l 
form " oc t op i " i s  wr ong, bu t 
denounce s i t  fur ther  for hav­
i ng a phony a i r  of s c i en t i f i c  
snobb e r y . 

S i nc e  " oc t op i " i s  wr ong 
and " oc t opode s " i s  hard l y  
su i t ab l e  for ever yday use, we 
have l eft  on l y  t he Eng l i sh 
p l ur a l  oc t opu s e s . I s  th i s  
good u s ag e? I f  we can ' t  l a­
t i n i z e the wor d, i s  i t  proper 
t o  ang l i c i z e i t? The r e  i s  a 
good dea l of p r ec eden t t o  go 
by he r e . Our l anguage c on ­
t a i n s  many for e i gn wor ds t ha t  
a r e  now c on s i de r ed Eng l i sh 
and t r ea t ed a s  Eng l i sh wor d s . 
Who s ay s  d i p l oma t a  for d i p l o­
mas, o r  gymna s i a  for gymna ­
s i ums, o r  b and i t t i  for b an ­
d i t s? I t  i s  a g r ow i ng t r end . 
Mo r e  and mor e  p eop l e  a r e  
s ay i ng cac t us e s  i n s t ead of 
c ac t i , and aquar i ums  r at her  
than aquar i a .  

So, i f  you need t o  r efer 
to mo r e  t han one oc t opus,  t he 
p r efer r ed p l ur a l  i s  oc t o­
pus e s . Jo i n  SEIDEL ! 

F .  G. Woo d  
B i o s c i ence s  Dep t . 
U . S .  Nava l Ocean Sy s t ems 

Cen t er 
S an Di ego, Ca l i forn i a  

(Mr . Wood is on the ISC Board 
o f  Directors . )  
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"Wha t a f an t as t i c  th i ng ! 
Jus t  imag i ne :  a Coe l ac an t h , 
s t i l l  l i v i ng , and a l l the 
g r e a t e s t  au thor i t i e s  in t he 
wor l d  wou l d  be p r epar ed t o  
swear  t ha t  a l l Coe l acan t h  
f i she s had d i ed ou t abou t 50 
mi l l i on yea r s ago ( i t i s  
e s t ima t ed a t  70 mi l l i on t o ­
day ) . . .  I t  wa s p r epo s t e rous 
tha t Coe l ac an t h s  had been 
a l i ve a l l that  t ime , unknown 
t o  mode rn man • . .  Ye s ,  ev ery­
t h i ng wa s aga i n s t  i t  r ea l l y 
be i ng a Coe l acan t h . From 
eve ry a sp ec t  i t  s eemed impo s ­
s i b l e ,  t he an swe r nu s t be 
' No . ' "  

"We wen t s t r a i gh t  t o  the 
� s ewn. Mi s s  La t imer wa s ou t 
for  t he momen t ,  the car e t aker 
ushe r ed us  i n t o t he i nner 
room and the r e  wa s the - ­
Coe l ac an t h , ye s ,  God ! Al ­
though I had come pr epar ed , 
t ha t  f i r s t  s i gh t  h i t me l i ke 
a wh i t e -ho t b l a s t  and made � 
fee l shaky and quee r ; � body 
t i ng l ed .  I s t ood as  i f  
s t r i cken to s t one . Ye s ,  
the r e  wa s no t a shadow o f  
doub t , s c a l e  by s ca l e ,  bone 
by bone , f i n by f i n ,  i t  wa s a 
t r ue Coe l acan t h . I t  cou l d  
have been one o f  t ho s e  c r e a ­
t u r e s  o f  200 mi l l i on year s 
ago come a l i ve aga i n .  I 
f o r g o t  every t h i ng e l s e and 
j u s t  l ooked , and then a lmo s t 
fear fu l ly wen t c l o s e  up and 
t ouched and s t r oked , wh i l e � 
w i f e  wa t ched i n  s i l ence . 
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Mi s s  La t ime r  came i n  and 
g r e e t ed us warml y .  I t  wa s 
on l y  then tha t speech came 
b ack , t he exac t wo r d s  I have 
f o r go t t en ,  bu t i t  wa s to t e l l  
t han t ha t  i t  wa s t r ue , i t  wa s 
r ea l l y t r ue ,  i t  was unque s ­
t i onab l y  a Coe l ac an t h . No t 
even I cou l d  doub t any mor e . " 

J . L . B .  Smi t h  
( Fr om Ol d Four l egs: The 
Story o f  the COelacanth . 
Longman s , Gr een , 1956. ) 

"NO, 
2 00 FOOT 

Mr .  Jo s eph Zar zyn sk i ,  a 
we l l -known Lake Champ l a i n  
i nv e s t i ga t or , wi l l  b e  g i v i ng 
a one -week cou r s e  a t  t he 
Un i ve r s i ty o f  Vermon t dur i ng 
Ju l y  25-30 en t i t l ed "� s t er ­
i e s o f  the Deep : Champ , Ne s ­
s i e  and Ot her Aqua t i c  Phenom­
ena . " Tho s e  i n t e r e s t ed may 
wr i t e t o  Vaca t i on Co l l ege , 
Con t i nu i ng Educ a t i on ,  Gr o s s  
Mbun t , 4 1 1 Ma i n  S t . ,  Un i ­
ver s i ty o f  Ve rmon t , Bur l i ng­
t on ,  VT 05401,  o r  ca l l  Mr. 
Bu r t  S i s c o  a t  ( 802 ) 656 -2085 
t o  r ece i ve a b r ochur e .  
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